
Key Questions

• Where is Mount 
Everest?

• What are the seven
highest peaks in the
world and where are
they located?

• What are the highest 
peaks in the UK? 
How can we use a 
map to find out 
information about the 
features of a 
mountain?

• How are mountains 
formed?

• What is the mountain
climate like?

• Why do people visit 
mountains?
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Climate and the World

The temperature on mountains becomes 
colder the higher the altitude gets. 

Mountains tend to have much wetter 
climates than the surrounding flat lands. 
Mountain weather conditions can change 

dramatically from one hour to the next. In 
just a few minutes, a thunderstorm can 
roll in when the sky was perfectly clear, 
and in just a few hours the temperature 
can drop from extremely hot to below 

freezing.

Mountain Tourism – people visit mountains for a variety of
reasons including climbing, winter sports (e.g. skiing), hiking, 
photography and wildlife, This has both positive and 
negative affects on the area.



Key Vocab and Glossary

• Altitude – the height of an object 
or point

• Contour – the way of measuring 
the height of land on a map

• Face – the ‘side’ of a mountain
• Foot – the bottom of the
mountain

• Mountain – a part of the
landscape with steep slopes that
rise over 300m

• Outcrop – a rock formation 
visible from the surface 

• Plateau – an area of flat, high
ground

• Plate tectonics – the movement of 
the earth’s crust

• Range – a series of mountains
or hills ranged in a line and
connected by high ground

• Ridge – a long, narrow, high
section of land

• Slope – an area of ground
increasing in height

• Snow line – above here snow 
and ice cover the mountain all 
year

• Summit/Peak – the top of a 
mountain

• Valley – the area of low land 
between the mountains
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Useful Links
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/mountains.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles

/z4g3qp3

Scafell Pike, 
England

Ben Nevis, 
Scotland

Mt. Snowdon, 
Wales

Slieve Donard, 
Northern Ireland
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