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Spring 2: Mountains

Mountain weather conditions can change

dramatically from one hour to the next. Ln
just o few fm, a thunderstorm .can
roll in when the waos perfectly clear,
and in just o few howrs the temperature
can drop from extremely hot to below
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+ Face - the side’ of a mountain
+ Foot - the bhottom of the
mountain

+ Mountain - a part of the
landscape with steep slopes that
rise over 300m

+ Outcrop - a rock formation
wisible from the surface
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« R - .a series of .mo.
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connected by high ground

* Ridge - a long, narrow, high
section of Land

+ Slope - an area of ground

o Snow line - .ahove here snow
and ice cover the mountain all

. gwmmi:/Pzak ~ the top of a
Jmountain

The brown lines are contour
lines. Contour lines join land
that is the same height above sea
level. On most maps, lines are
marked at 5m or |0m intervals.
The closer the lines are togeth-
er, the steeper the slope will be.

+ Vialley - the .area .of low land

Slieve Donard,
N.orthern Lreland

How mountains are formed:

Fold mountains—Fold mountains
occur when tectonic plates collide.
The rock of the Earth’s surface is
pushed up to create mountains.

Faule-block moun-

tains—Yvhen cracks in

the Earth's surface open

up, large chucks of rock

can be pushed up while

others are pushed down. This creates mountains with a

long slope on one side, and a sharp drop on the other.

Volcanic mountains—

a Yolcanic mountains are formed

around volcanoes. Wolcanic
mountains are made of layers of

ash and cooled lava.

Dome mountains—Dome
mountains are smooth and
round-locking. They are

formed when magma is
forced up between the crust
and the mantle, but doesn't ever flow out. The magma
makes the land bubble up like a balloon.

Plateau mountains—FPlateau mountains are different
from the other mountain types.
They haven't formed because of
rock or magma being pushed up.
They form because of materials
being taken away through ero-

sion, which has left deep valleys
or gorges next to high cliffs.
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