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Summer Two: Rivers and Coasts

Why are Rivers so important?
Water
Rivers carry water and nutrients to areas all around the earth. They play 
a very important part in the water cycle, acting as drainage channels for 
surface water. Rivers drain nearly 75% of the earth's land surface.

Habitats
Rivers provide excellent habitat and food for many of the earth's 
organisms.
Many rare plants and trees grow by rivers. Ducks, voles, otters and 
beavers make their homes on the river banks. Reeds and other plants like 
bulrushes grow along the river banks.
Other animals use the river for food and drink. Birds such as kingfishers 
eat small fish from the river. In Africa, animals such as antelopes, lions 
and elephants go to rivers for water to drink. Other animals such as 
bears catch fish from rivers.
River deltas have many different species of wildlife. Insects, mammals and 
birds use the delta for their homes and for food.

Transport
Rivers provide travel routes for exploration, commerce and recreation.

Farming
River valleys and plains provide fertile soils. Farmers in dry regions 
irrigate their cropland using water carried by irrigation ditches from nearby 
rivers.

Energy
Rivers are an important energy source. During the early industrial era, 
mills, shops, and factories were built near fast-flowing rivers where water 
could be used to power machines. Today steep rivers are still used to 
power hydroelectric plants and their water turbines

Rivers

Coasts

Key Questions

What are the Key Aspects of Coastlines and Rivers?

Why are many people attracted to living by Coasts and Rivers?

Can I predict what would happen to a settlement or population in relation to the 
location?

What are the famous Rivers in the UK and across Europe?

Why are Rivers and Coasts so important for trade and transport?

Why are Coasts so important?
Coasts are dynamic, or constantly changing, they are important ecosystems. 
They provide unique homes for marine plants, animals, and insects. 
... Coasts help us understand natural events, such as weather and changing 
sea levels. During storms, coasts are the first places to be flooded.

Coasts, especially the mouths of rivers, are where valuable resources such as 
high-quality soils accumulate, and where people practise agriculture and a 
range of other resource-based industries, as well as enjoying the amenity of 
these places.

Coasts are important to tourism because tourism is important to a country. A 
tropical country surrounded by water for example would use its coasts to 
attract tourists. Using coasts as tour spots provides a huge boost for the 
country's economy and makes the most of the natural resources that 
a coast can provide.



Summer Two:
Rivers and Coast

The longest river in the UK 
is the River Severn, just 
220 miles in length It 

begins in Wales and enters 
the Atlantic Ocean near 

Bristol in England.

The Thames
Among the most important rivers in the UK is the Thames, 
which flows into the North Sea. Its length is 346 km and 
it is the deepest river in Britain. It is navigable as far as 
the capital of Great Britain – London.

Useful Websites

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/rive
rs/glossary.html

https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/top-10-
facts/top-10-facts-about-rivers/

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/home-is-
good/fascinating-facts-about-rivers/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zc2pvc
w

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/earth/coasts
/

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encycl
opedia/coast/

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/coa
st/476241

Climate and the World

The UK has a temperate climate. In general, this means that Britain gets cool, wet winters and warm, wet 
summers. It rarely features the extremes of heat or cold, drought or wind that are common in other climates

The global average temperature for May 2021 was 0.26°C higher than the 1991-2020 average for May. 
For Europe, as a whole, May 2021 was 0.46°C below the 1991-2020 average. ... May 2021 was wetter than 
average in most of central and northern Europe and drier than average in the rest of the continent.

The world has been divided into different climate zones. We have four main zones and two of these have 
sub zones. The basis of this division is variations in climate, vegetation, air pressure and the average 
temperature. The main zones are: arctic, temperate, subtropical and tropical.

The coastline of the United States is highly populated. Approximately 25 million people live in an area 
vulnerable to coastal flooding. Coastal and ocean activities, such as marine transportation of goods, 
offshore energy drilling, resource extraction, fish cultivation, recreation, and tourism are integral to the 
nation's economy, generating 58% of the national gross domestic product (GDP). Coastal areas are also 
home to species and habitats that provide many benefits to society and natural ecosystems.

Climate change can affect coastal areas in a variety of ways. Coasts are sensitive to sea level rise, changes 
in the frequency and intensity of storms, increases in precipitation, and warmer ocean temperatures. In 
addition, rising atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide (CO2) are causing the oceans to absorb more 
of the gas and become more acidic. This rising acidity can have significant impacts on coastal and marine 
ecosystems.

Coastal Erosion

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/riversevern/index.html
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/riverthames/index.htm
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/rivers/glossary.html
https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/top-10-facts/top-10-facts-about-rivers/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/home-is-good/fascinating-facts-about-rivers/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zc2pvcw
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/earth/coasts/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/coast/
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/coast/476241

